Jambo!
 

That’s a friendly and commonly heard Swahili greeting in Kenya – where I am slated to be later this week.  I leave this Wednesday, March 24, 2010, for Nairobi Kenya.  I am writing because I have truly seen, felt and sensed in every way the protection and blessing of your prayers during prior ministry trips, including particularly my recent time in Nigeria, and I know I greatly need your prayers on this trip, too.

 

Please pray specifically that:

 

(1)   I will be able to genuinely connect with the students and that God will use this time to truly help prepare these young people for the major transitions they are facing in the very near and to impact some of them in a deeper and richer way, as well; and

(2)   My family will be safe and well as I am away and will know His blessing and pleasure for their role and sacrifice in this ministry.

(3)   Please also continue to give thanks and praise for His protection and amazing blessings during my unusual but fascinating recent time in Nigeria.  I am still in awe of and am truly humbled by that experience.  We can never give too much thanks and praise!  

 

I leave here Wednesday and arrive Thursday evening in Nairobi.  I am scheduled to be at Rosslyn Academy this Friday to speak in classes, possibly speak to the faculty and meet with organizers of the senior class retreat and transition seminar.  On Saturday, we travel across Kenya’s beauty and plains down to the hot and humid but gorgeous coast for the retreat, where I will be speaking and leadings sessions beginning that evening and then each day through the next few days.  This will be my fourth consecutive year of serving and assisting Rosslyln Academy in this way.

 

Rosslyn Academy is an amazing Christian international school with an even more amazing group of students.  You might enjoy knowing that this year’s senior class has 43 students of 8 or 9 nationalities, including 13 Kenyans (including several whose ancestry is East Indian), 10 Americans, 9 Koreans, 5 Canadians, plus students from China, Somalia, Tanzania, Norway and two from Nigeria (where, as you know, I visited earlier this year).  I am genuinely excited about this group!  And, beyond speaking and leading sessions and discussions, I am eagerly anticipating the “downtime” when I am able to simply talk and interact with these students.  I am also a little anxious about this because I never really know what to expect.  Still, these times and conversations usually turn out to be the most important part of my trips.  So, please especially pray for God to bless my connection, conversations and relationships with these students!

 

Following the retreat, I look forward to enjoying a couple days back in Nairobi where I will have the privilege of spending a little time with wonderful missionary friends, including missionaries from my own church (the Mixons and Kimberly Tipton) and Rosslyn Academy, along with some dear Kenyan friends.  I would like to think that God might use me to be an encouragement and blessing to some of them (and would ask that you pray to that end); however, I recognize that I am usually the one who leaves feeling uplifted and blessed.

 

I have reflected lately on this ministry, Global Adapt, its history, purpose and future.  The exciting core truth that stands out to me is that God has and continues to affirm His calling to and hand on this work by faithfully providing for our needs.  When I have felt frustrated or discouraged, someone has encouraged me.  When I have found myself up against a wall, I discover that someone is praying.  When I have felt alone, someone has shown interest.  When costs have to be incurred, the funds are provided.  Amazingly, mostly through you and friends like you, God has wonderfully led, prodded, guided, affirmed and blessed through each obstacle, each challenge, each valley and each mountain top – each and every step of the way.  Isn’t that powerful?

 

You are unquestionably a part of this!  I want you to know how much that means to me – more than I know how to say.  Your role in this ministry, whatever it is that God has placed in your heart, is every bit as essential and important as mine is in going on these ministry trips.  Thank you so, so much for sharing and partnering with me in this small but truly unique, exciting and impacting ministry.

 

In His Service,

 

 

Steve Snyder

